
 30 September 2021 

Dear Councillor McKeown,

Mandating of CCTV in Taxis 

You may be aware that Local Authorities have the ability to mandate CCTV in taxis and 
private hire vehicles as condition of license.  

The Department for Transport (DfT) issued statutory guidance in 2020 suggesting that 
CCTV can provide additional deterrence to prevent crime and offers additional 
investigative value to assist in bringing perpetrators to justice.  

As Police & Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire, I strongly support the mandating of 
CCTV to aid in the prevention and detection of crime whilst also helping to alleviate 
personal safety concerns shared by some passengers, particularly of women within the 
Night-Time Economy. In addition, I believe the mandating of CCTV will positively affect 
the fear of crime which is shared by some members of the public through discussions 
with my constituents.  

Derbyshire Constabulary recently used footage taken from a taxi CCTV camera to 
assist in providing evidence to tackle a County Line that exploited young people whilst 
also taking advantage of vulnerable adults in Derby City.  

The CCTV footage taken from the taxi enabled officers to piece together compelling 
evidence which led to the successful prosecution of 11 individuals. As a result, a 
significant number of vulnerable children were identified and safeguarded from the 
gang. In total, those involved received sentences amounting to more than 40 years in 
prison.  

Through the deployment of further CCTV in taxis, I envisage more crime will be 
detected and most importantly prevented, and more children and young people 
protected in Derbyshire.  

The General Licensing Committee from North East Derbyshire District Council recently 
supported a new policy to mandate CCTV in taxis. They will be the first Local Authority 
within the county to do this which I have wholeheartedly welcomed.  
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Following conversations with Licensing Officers across Derbyshire, I understand many 
Local Authorities have recently been/or are planning to consult the public on a range of 
new measures outlined within the DfT guidance which may include the use of CCTV. 
I would like to ask you to consider the benefits of mandating CCTV to assist in making 
Derbyshire a safer place to live and work. 

I would be happy to discuss this issue further should you feel you need more information. 

I look forward to your feedback on this very important campaign. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Angelique Foster 
Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire 

COPY TO: All Councillors within High Peak Borough Council




